
West Bridgewater Historical Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

March 6, 2017 

 

Location:  West Bridgewater Town Hall – Small Conference room 

Called to Order:  5:00 P.M. 

Present:  Commission Members Jim Benson, Bob Bevis, Joan McAndrew, Tom McAndrew, Dorna Bevis, 
Chris Newman and Jon Ames II 

Quorum met with all seven members present 

Also in attendance was West Bridgewater Building Inspector Michael White. 

Jim opened the meeting by welcoming Michael White and introducing him to the members, Jim told 
Michael that he was very upset that the W.B.H.C. was not notified about the recent demolition of the 
old barn located next to the house on the corner of East Street and East Center Street.  Jim also asked 
Michaelfor an explanation as to why the W.B.H.C. was not notified.  Michael said that he had been very 
busy learning his new job and added that he didn’t think the barn was old enough to be of concern to 
the Commission.  Jim gave Michael a brief history of the barn and told him that the barn could have 
been elibleable for up to a $500,000.00 tax credit, if it had been restored and added at least the doors 
could have been salvaged.  Jim added that the WBHC should look into getting a Town by law passed with 
financial penalties for demolition of old building without notifying the WBHC.  All members agreed that 
would be a good idea.  Michael asked what should be considered “old”.  Jim gave Michael a list of old 
properties for a start.  Chris volunteered to help if Michael had any question on a given property.  Jim 
and the members thanked Michael and he left the meeting at 5:35 P.M. 

Tom distributed copies of the minutes of the February 7, 2017meeting.  Afterreview, Chris moved to 
accept the minutes as written, Tom seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

Joan updated the financial situation.  She reported that the Operating Budget balance was $504.34 and 
as of lateFebruary, the Museum Donation Account had a balance of $3,654.55.  Joan added that the 
fiscal years ends June 30, 2017. 

Jim noted that we need a second Town Museum sign to be placed on the North side of the building.  
Chris moved to purchase the sign with funds from the Operating Budget, Joan seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously. 

Jim received correspondence regarding potential construction at 755 West Center Street.  The members 
agreed that the location did not require any action from the WBHC. 
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Joan said she coordinated with Lois Hamel’s family and Mallory Aronstein, Assistant TownAdministrative 
about the Boston Post Cane presentation.  The presentation is tentatively scheduled for April 12, 2017.  
Jim asked Joan to keep the members updated on the presentation 

Discussion then focused on the Town Museum.  Jim said he had spoked with Town Administrative David 
Gagne, who recommended including heat in the Town Museum and include it in a Capital Budget 
funding request.  Jim thought one gas heating unit would be sufficient to heat the Museum and said he 
would obtain an estimate for it.  Jim also said the WBHC should add a line item in its Operating Budget 
for Town Museum Electricity expense. 

Members like the design of the Thank You notes that Jim had displayed at our previous meeting.  Jim 
added that he would come up with additional designs at our next meeting.  

Joan said she spoke with C.O.A. and it would be Okay for WBHC to supply an insert for its Capen Caller 
Newsletter.  Jim said he would design a 2-sided full size sheet for inclusion in the C.O.A.s April 
newsletter. 

The meeting then moved on to new business.  Jim said he has not yet finished the WBHC Annual Report 
for inclusion in the Town’s Annual Report. 

Jim asked If there was any more new business.  Bob and Dorna responded that they had obtained a 
picture of the Town’s Center dating from the 1960” s and circulated the picture to the members. 

Jim added that a Special Town Meeting is scheduled for April 20, 2017 to address the Town’s possible 
purchase of River Bend Golf Course and a candidate’s night will be held March 30, 2017 at the C.O.A. 

Jim asked if there was any more new business.  Hearing none, Joan moved the adjourn, Tom seconded 
and the motion to adjourn passed unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:20 P.M. 

Next meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 3, 2017 at 5:30 P.M. in one of the Town Hall Conference 
Rooms. 

Respectfully submitted by Tom McAndrew 

 


